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DAY 1   DAY 1   DAY 1
WRITING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Think about a talent or skill you have or would like to have.  It may be telling stories, making
people laugh, playing a game, or being a good listener.  Write about a talent or skill.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

write about a time when you decided you wanted to be good at something
OR

describe how someone might get better at a talent or skill
OR

write about a time someone first discovered a talent or skill
OR

describe a talent or skill you would like to have
OR

write about the topic in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.
Your writing will be read by interested adults.

You may use this area and the following pages for freewriting, clustering, outlining, webbing,
listing, etc.  When you are ready, begin your draft.
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DAY 2   DAY 2   DAY 2
REVISING AND POLISHING

REVIEW OF WRITING

DIRECTIONS:

Use the following checklists as you revise and proofread the piece you have written.  Any writing
you want scored must start on page 3 in your Final Copy Answer Booklet.  No additional paper will
be scored.  Do not use correction fluid.  If you make an error, cross it out, and write your
correction above or next to it.

CHECKLIST FOR REVISION:

• Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the topic?

• Do I stay focused on my central idea?

• Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?

• Do I need to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central idea?

• Is my writing organized and complete, with a clear beginning, middle, and end?

• Do I use a variety of interesting words, phrases, and/or sentences?

CHECKLIST FOR POLISHING:

• Have I checked and corrected my spelling to help readers understand my writing?

• Have I checked and corrected my punctuation and capitalization to help readers understand my
writing?
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Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Grade 5

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

4 Central ideas may be clearly developed through details and examples.  The writing may
have a natural flow and a clear sense of wholeness (beginning, middle, end); the
organization helps move the reader through the text.  A clear and engaging voice is likely
to be demonstrated through precise word choice and varied sentence structure.  Skillful
use of writing conventions contributes to the writing’s effect.

3 A recognizable central idea is evident and adequately developed.  The writing has a sense
of wholeness (beginning, middle, end) although it may lack details or have extraneous
details which interfere with unity.  Appropriate word choice and variable sentence
structure contribute to the writing’s effectiveness.  There may be surface feature errors,
but they don’t interfere with understanding.

2 The writing shows a recognizable central idea, yet it may not be sustained or developed.
There is an attempt at organization although ideas may not be well connected or
developed; vocabulary may be limited or inappropriate to the task; sentence structure may
be somewhat simple.  Surface feature errors may make understanding difficult.

1 The writing may show little or no development of a central idea, or be too limited in
length to demonstrate proficiency.  There may be little direction or organization but,
nevertheless, an ability to get important words on paper is demonstrated.  Vocabulary and
sentence structure may be simple.  Minimal control of surface features (such as spelling,
grammar/usage, capitalization, punctuation, and/or indenting) may severely interfere with
understanding.

Not ratable if:

off topic

illegible

written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond
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Student Response 1
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Score Point:  1

This response shows little development of the central idea (a talent for playing video games)
and simply lists games the writer likes to play.
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Student Response 2

Score Point:  1

Although this response remains focused on Monopoly, most of it is an undeveloped list of
the elements of the game.
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Student Response 3

Score Point:  2

This response is focused on having a talent for French braiding hair.  Although there is some
detail, there is no sustained development of any of the ideas.  There is an attempt at
organization, but there are weak connections between ideas due to the minimal amount of
development.



Grade 5 Writing Winter 2002 Released Items

Page 9

Student Response 4
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Score Point:  2

This response has a recognizable central idea (take care of animals), but lacks development.
There is an attempt to organize the paper around the different ideas presented (read books,
listen to teachers, go on the computer, be a veterinarian), but there is only limited
development of each of these ideas.
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Student Response 5
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Score Point:  2

Although this response maintains a central idea (ballet dancing), the supporting details are not
connected to each other.  This lack of connection is caused by abrupt transitions between
examples (now I’m going to tell you about BC…next I’m going to tell you about the
Nutcracker…third I’m going to tell about Midstate’s Festival, etc.)  This lack of connection
causes significant interference with unity, weakens the organizational structure, and limits the
effectiveness of the development.
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Student Response 6
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Score Point:  2

Awkward transitions and gaps in development (she did a 360 degree flip…from that moment
on L was liked) cause some confusion in this response.  The ending is abrupt and awkward
as the author switches between the story, talking to the audience, and back again.  There is
some development and some voice that is appealing.
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Student Response 7
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Score Point:  3

This response has an evident central idea (a talent for field hockey) that is maintained
throughout the essay.  Even though the student includes a short list at the beginning, enough
relevant details are presented for adequate development and an overall sense of wholeness
(beginning, middle, and end) and the connections among ideas help to unify the paper.  The
voice of student comes through in this response.
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Student Response 8
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Score Point:  3

This response develops two examples of talents (skiing and swimming) that are both addressed
by a general introduction (some times when I wanted to be good at something) and a general
conclusion, both of which help contribute to an overall sense of wholeness.  Both of these
examples are adequately developed narratives organized around a clear sequence of events.
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Student Response 9
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Score Point:  3

This response has a developed central idea (one Friday at bowling, which is the student’s
talent).  The response is organized by the narrative progression from beginning to middle to
end.  The story of the bowling competition is adequately developed with specific details.
Appropriate word choice, variable sentence structure and adequate and adequate use of
writing conventions contribute to the writing’s effectiveness.
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Student Response 10
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Score Point:  4

This response is clear and focused on the student’s talent of playing tennis.  It is well
developed with appropriate details.  Descriptive word choice (fresh green court, my heart
racing and pumping hard) and voice (I just love smacking the ball into the opposite corner
that my enemy is fleeing to) add to the effectiveness of the writing.
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Student Response 11
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Score Point:  4

The writing writing in this response is clear and focused on the central idea (A’s talent for
piano).  There is a clear sense of wholeness provided by the natural flow of the writing.
The humorous asides (I bet they don’t get many grape juice stains on there!) provide
engaging voice.  Descriptive word choice and varied sentence structure also add to the
effectiveness of the response.
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Student Response 12
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Score Point:  4

This response is clear and focused on the writer’s goal of playing professional baseball.  The
response is well developed with a variety of appropriate examples and details.  The writer
successfully takes the unique approach of moving from dream into reality (it was only a
dream…but someday this dream will come true).  Precise, vivid word choice and skillful use of
writing conventions provide an engaging voice to the writing.
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